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7REAPERS' FORUM QUESTION: WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN BREEDING STOCK?

prbbiulue

This is an ideal topic to discubd with othen {anciens, because selection 0f breederns seems
to Linvolve a continuous Learning process. For me to nespond to the question completely and
specifically, naising at the present time seven vanieties of bantam and two of Large fowl
Ameraucanas, atonrg with four other varieties of bantams, would nequire @ small book. There-
fone most o0f the following obseava Lons will beof a general nrature.

Assuming the basic points of the Standard have been secuned and are breeding trnue frnom
one generation 1o the next, 1 then fook fon the finex points of coloration. Why? Becaude
genetically transmitted colon traits might easily be inadvertantly bred out of a staain,
never to be necovened shont of making an outcrods. And outcrosses can nuin yearns 04
progress. pevastating'

Fon example, in wheaten males 1 Look fon thai efusive combination 04 an absolutely
clean hackle along with as much onange An the wing bay as possible. Complicating the
process Ls the act that the mafe should be out 0f a hon with excellent tail and fLight
feather colorning (black) s0 That he will Throw connectly colored publets. Bul females with
grneat colon may tond to throw males with brack ticking ox stniping in the hackhle. So unfess
one intends to double-mate, 4it's inadequate 1o merely considenithe breeden; the breeder's
parantage musl also be a known quantily if Long team success is to be gained. Enough on
colon but you can get the piciure. y

Next T Look for an outstanding head on at Least)ore/ side 0f the mating. 1 wifl tolenate
a smallen beard (henferozyqous] on perthaps a thin comb (heterozygous fon pea/single) as Long
as the other side of the mating is Atrong i those areas. Howeved, 1 wikf not tolerate &
poondy formed beak, as they inevitably Lead %o crnossbills on panrol peaks in subsegquent
generations. This policy wonks. None of'my established strnains have produced a cnossbill
0§ {apring in the past sevenal years. pon Cable wroie an excellent article on head poinis
some years back {see page 35 04 the, handbook), and it has impacted in a very positive way,
apparently, on my fLock. )

Thindly, 1 Look fon vigony - &5 measuned not only by genenal appearance and activity, buf
also by egg production in ghe'coldest Wisconsin weather - in an uninsulated, unheated building.
My young birds 282 catoh golds (various types of the milden nespiratony diseases] their
{inst 4all on winter. [ The birds are not subjected to undue stness other than that caused
by §rnigid temperatines, but are comfontably noused, adequately fed, and wsually are nol
ovencrowaled., They even neceive a vitamin & efectrolyte supplement in thein water once o1
twice a week durding the winten months. Those with the constitutional vigon To snap back
quickLy from the initial onset of diseases will soon nesume nonmal, activity and, in pullfets,
production. The eventuaf breederns will be chosen from among this select group.

Rut there will wsually be at lLeast & few in which the symptoms - swollen sinuses, watery
eyes, perhaps nasal dischange - will hang on 4on weeks, then a month on two. A4 a fim
advocate of the Fred Jedfney theony of culling 1 remove these binds faom the fLock perman-
ently regandfess of what other {ine qualities they may possess. 1t seems obvious thal
susceptibility Lo diseare is fust as much an inhernifable charactenistic as 44 any other
trnail.

Finally, we arrive at selection for what many breedens, most 1 suppose, neverently
negand as their numben one prionity - TYPE. At the nisk of being branded an heretic, 1
helieve neasonably propet Ameraucana type Ls comparnatively easdy to achieve. The Standard
was purposefully wiitten to call fon modenation in all the descrnibed areas, and "middle
of the noad " L5 not a formidable goal.

Thus, Ameraucanas with conrnect Lype will not exhibif extremely Long falls, wide skulls,
deep bodies, shori shanks, huge beands, on extneme anything else. what we Look for in
Ameraucanas is BALANCE, on medium evenything, if you will. The Amernaucana must be {wince]
extrnemely medium!

ok, 1 do Look for well fleshed bodies, fainly honizontal body stance, nicely rounded
preasts, and 1 Try Zo avoid using males with Low wing carriage. But descrnibing the ideal
Amenaucara Lype with wonds is aboul as easy as nailing warm jello 1o a tree. When iL'4
thene you will necognize L&; L&'4 woasy to Look at".

pidn't mean 4fon this to turn into a sexmon, but in closing -- may God bless all of.
youn effornts this breeding season. And mpelight yourself in the Lond, and He will give
you the desines 04 your heart.” (Psalm 37:4]

Untif next time -- Mike Gitbernt
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FROM THE OZARKS

Greetings from the grigid, snowy south. We'ne in the midst of an Alberta
CLippen today...with 5" of snow Monday afternoon, we've had winter in a nutshell.

Not much going on down Lthis way, but did want fo comment a bit on The Breeder's
forum topic.

1 Look fon Zype §indt im my breeding binds, Then color; and probably as
impontant as the othern Zwo in the fLong rnun - disposition. 1 you have a {Eighty
goody hen, chances are hen offspring will be too. No matter how much you wornk with
them, they neally never setftfe down. Roostens - they/never are as fame as the
females, but some are hopeless. 1 have a problem with stniping in the hackles
and no doubt always will have since it seems Lo be'in my "Line". But once in
awhilfe an exception comes afong. I've got a bLue wheaten cockerel that is a
dandy - clean as a whistle! '

|
T don't do anything speciaf as fax as feed goes. 1 use Kent Chich go 18%

on my youngstens - up Lo 12 weeks,) then” change them to Kent Regulayer 16%. They
get scnatch ftwice a day, aftern tHey are old enough to handfe it. 1 use crumbles
since my binds nefuse the pelfets. Most of them are able to nun Loose durning the
day, s0 they get bugs, worms and grass on their own. When 1 can gind Lf, 1 Like
to feed a neal good qualityldRialfa hay in the winter. 1I12's not easy to find and
will cost you deanly! /

1t's only ninelmonths 'til oun national with the Nonth Towa CLub. Bart saya
the show buildingl &5 {antastic and the motel headquartens is fusl across the streel.
Sounds great. ||

Hope Zo 4ee a bunch of you thexe.

Marny Lou Phefps
Central Distrnict Direclon
Januany 15, 1992
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565 Wildenrness Rd.
Lexington, KY 40509
Dec. 20, 1991

Pear Jeannette,

Sonny T haven't wnitten for 40 Long. What a yean it has been.

1 wish 1 could have met yourn son while he was in San Diego. It would have
been fun. '

Welf, we moved to Lexinglon, KY the Last week 64 Septemben. Had to Leave
abl our animals in Calif. until we found a place 1o Live.

So I went back fo Calif. forn Thanksgiving and then my daughter and T dnove
to Kentuchy with 5 cats, 2 dogs and ten chickens in a small pickup - What Fun.

Hope I'L2 get to meel some of you soon. Have a Menrny Christmas and a
Happy New Yeanr.

Sue Getyina
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Rill Schieis

WINTER ADDRESS: SU;!CMEI; QE,D?.@%SS
g:bur .lda:h“gm December 6, 1991 island Park, idaho 83429
Phona {208) 356-7275 ’ Phone (208) 558-T7201

or 558-7755

Jeannetie,

Just a few Lines to Let you know that I am still alive and working with AM's. This
past year 1 Left the employ of the Wild Rose Ranch and stanted my own business, a out-
{ittens and guide service along with a tackle shop cabled "BS Flies". It is a ploy on
my part - people do not forget it and it sells caps!!!!

T am s£LL naising bantam Ameraucanas and am havingla Lot of fun with them. T have
not been able to enten them in a show fon the past two years bul continue to improve
my stock. T now have whites, wheatens and have findlly got a beautiful buff pullet.

Lot me tell you a Bittle about how I goi the bugf pullet. 1 found a guy who had a
dark ned Araucana and purchased it from himJ /T crossed him with a very Light colored
wheaten hen. Out of that cross T got six/chicks - all pullets, five of them had a Little
black in the thein tail. But one hatdfnot black in the wings on tail, but it's Legs were
white instead of bfue. The pullets that have black in thein tails have blue Legs. The
bufd pullet canries the genes fon blue Legs 40 T will cross hen to my best white cock
this spring and Aee what happensd. :

I you have any suggestions on what other colon 1 should breed hen with Let me know.
I have thought about getling about a dozen eggs {nom her and the white rooster and then
cnoss her with a wheaten noosten o see what happens.

T have tried 0 popularize the Amernaucanas here in my area, but therne is not a Lot
of interest. |Ladt yean duning the cold they seemed to be hardier than my other breeds.
1 Lost 02d English Bantams, Large Fowl Phoenix and Barned Rock Bantams but none o4 my
Ameraucanass We had tempernatunes which dropped to -40° and 1 got up sevenal times each
night to build a §ire in a barnel stove but still Lost a {ew chickens.

1 am 4till. interested in getting some blacks and bfue bantam Amerqucana’ L§ anyone
has any Lo spane.

By the way we take gaggﬁng only in the spring (May and eanly June) in Red Rock Creeh
and Efk Lake in Montana. Duning the summer we Zake them in Yellowstone Park but they are
small and have o be nefeased.

1 mailed my dues to Dave today for another year. 1 hope that you have a very
Menny Chnistmas and arother good hatching season.

G

Readers Forum Queshon -
| what 1o look for in br.uol.fnj stock. -or -
How do ljot& cwll € Aned when 2 -ar-
How clo You f pore ofower birds For Show 7

< N H — - N . - - TTE FRANK
Ak L ].g L yis /):,4-)1 5405 Jl e P.O. Box 824, Great Falls, NT 59403-0824
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1-26-92
JEANNETTE

HAPPY NEW VEAR. 1 BROUGHT MY RIRDS HOME FROM THE "71at MID-WEST ROUND-UP" THIS MORNING.
THE SHOW 1S PUT ON EACH YEAR BY THE "BAY CITY POULTRY ASSOCTATION". THIS YEAR THERE WERE

ABOUT 800 BIRDS ENTERED FROM MICHIGAN, OHI0O, ONTARIO AND INDIANA. IT WAS HELD IN PINCONNING,

MICHIGAN. THE BUILDING WAS TOO SMALL. HOPEFULLY THEY WILL BE ABLE TO FIND SOMETHING
BETTER FOR NEXT VEAR. 1T IS HARD TO FIND A BUILDING THAT IS INEXPENSTVE, LARGE ENOUGH AND
HEATED FOR A JANUARY SHOW. HERE ARE THE RESULTS OF THE AMERAUCANAS JUDGED.

Large Fowl Black Pullet 1 BV £ BB J.W. Blehm Michigan
Lange Fowd Black Pullet 2 RV J.W. Blehm Michigan
Lange Fowd AoV ? Cock 1 RV M. Tufnell Michigan
Large Fowl AOV Cock 2 J. Hannemann Michigan
Lange Fowl AQV Hen 1 BV £ RB J. Hannemann Michigan
tange Fowd A0V Hen ? M. Tugnelf Michigan
Lange Fowl AOV Cockerel ! J. Hannemann Michigan
Large Fowl AoV Pullet 1 J. Hannemann Michigan
Bantam Bfue Pullet 1 BY £ BB J.W. Blehm Michigan
Bantam Black Cockenel i RV T.u. [BEehm Michigan
Bantam Biack Pullet ] BV £ RB J . Blehm Michigan
Bantam White cockerel 1 BV Jo Minar

Bantam White - Cochenel 1 RV /)T, Minan

Bantam Buf { Putlet 1 BV / J.@. BlLehm Michigan

PLEASE SEND A COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER TO THE FOLLOWING SINCE THEY SHOWED
AMERAUCANAS AND ARE NOT CLUB MEMBERS. /[
' THANKS, JOHN @, BLEHM

$€S$S$€EE?%??SS5??5%5555??%?§€$$$$§$§$§$§$$$$:%3i%3§§§§§§§3§§§§3333333%33%333§3§§§§%§§§333

#

January 4, 1992

¥ J

Jeannelie,
|

I'm gfad to éaﬁm the club is doing so well. T hope we can kheep i1 growing and
Amproving.

Sonny 1 missed seeing you in Minot Last yean. 1 was 30 busy with farm work 1 didn't
even think about taking time off for a gair.

I am a memben of the Noath Dakota Feather and Fun Club. One of the members wrole
an imfenesting anticle on mouse contrnol, so0 1 thought it would also be internesting fon
our ABC cfub newsletfen.

7 am on my thind generation of LF Sitver Laced Ameraucanas. So far I have good
color, beard, blue Legs but have to improve egg color and comb type.

1 would be glad to share eggs with anyone interested in this vandiety, too.

From the Rast {ew newslettens it sounds Like thene are sevenal new varieties being
worked on out there in Ameraucand Land.

Thank you for working 40 hand fon the club's benedif. Write when you can.

Sincerely,  Ron Bugnen
HCR #2 Box 32
Reedex, ND 58649
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by Terry Hunter Minot, N.D.

Over the years we have had, at times, serious problems with
mice inm gur bird pems. The most persistent problem being
mice in our outdoor pheasant pens. I have tried cats,
me@cnanical mouse .raps, various poisons, even filling their
holes with water to drown them. All of these measures have
work=2d to a paint, The cats are great on the outside of the
pen but mose of the mice are on the inside eating all your
expensive. feed. The repeating traps work 0.K. but they
never completely 2liminate all the mice. Paisons were
placed in mouse holes and the hdles were covered with 3 beard
so *he birds could not eat, thesbait, but the bait would get
~et or buried or somehow th&/birds would get to it, eat some
and die. !

Well I think we have/come up with a remedy that will
aliminate nearly all mice and keep them in check. Befare we
tried the followiné method | would go out to the pheasant
pens at nits and there would be literally hundred and
hundreds of nice. ! am sure the mice were =ating a great
dsa! mora feed thzn the pheasants.

J
The wa@ we solved the problem was by making a small woodan
box about the aize of a shoe box with a hinged top. You can
use plywood or 1 x &'s work real well. On each side of this
box I drilled 2 holes— 1 1/8" in diameter, Inside the box I
glue 2 tura cans to the bottom of the box. Themn buy some
pellet paoison. I like the kinds that affect the nervous
syatem, Put 1 packet of poison in each box in the tura cans.
Put the haited box in your bird pen alorg a watll and put a
hrick on the cover sc the birds can't get to the bait. Next
the MOST IMPCRTANT part of this is to caver all your feed
dishes at nite only for at least 10 nites in a row. If you
do not cover your feed this method will NOT work because tha
mice will go =at your fesd instead of the bait. After 10
days you can lzava yeour feed uncovarsd at nite. You cCan
l2ava these boxes in your pens hbut check them row and then to
make sure thsy have fraesh bait. Mice will usually not eat
bait that is old amd dirty. Pick up and remove the dzad mice
svery day. With these bait boxes w2 have eliminatsd our mice
prablems. We use 1 box for eavery 150 S5q. fest of pen space.
If a mous=2 population builds up again we just cover th2 fesd
at nit2 for another 7 - 10 days.
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CHAPTER IX
Incubation

To the casual observer, an egg consists roughly
of three parts, but to the scientific investigator
these are capable of several subdivisions. The
shell, composed of lime, forms a protection; but it
is not an impenetrable cover. It is very porous.
It has between the particles of lime an innumer-
able number of very small holes, which allow the
air to pass freely backward and forward during
the process of incubation. Next is the white, the
albumen. This is not all of one character; one
portion is much denser than the other. The watery
portion is placed around the outer surface mext to
the shell.

In the interior is the yolk, which in itself is, as a
whole, lighter in density than the white, therefore
its tendency is to come to rest upon the surface of
the white. But the yolk is also differently con-
stituted, one portion being a little heavier than an-
other, with the consequence that the heavier pbs-
tion moves downward and the lighter up. 'I'Jhere
is 2 good deal of misunderstanding about the very
dense jellylike  portions of white. Popular con-
ception says the young chick is devéloped from
them, but this is wrong. They simiply consist of
denser and more gelatinous albumen, and have ac-
quired that twisted, corkscrew appearance and shape
by the revolutions of the yéli in traveling down the
ovary of the hen. But/this twisting assists in keep-

ing the light side up. It also prevents the yolk
from being ruptured by sudden jar.

Y b % N

P.0. BOX 542 — Connersville, Indiana 47331

$12.90 Per Year — SUBSCRIPTION PRICES — 3 Years $32.00

BISPLAY ABS — $7.88 Per lnch Per insertion

AMERICAN BANTAM ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 127

Membership $8.00 a year or $15.00 for two years.
No Extra Charge for Family Membership.

8th Edition - Bantam Standard commemorating our
75th Annivergarv. 8 pages in color, $22.00

Write for free copy of publications list which
:ncludes 18 book titles and 700 articles in an

Information Bank.

AUGUSTA, NJ 07823

AMERICAN POULTRY ASSOCIATION

Nona Shearer, Secretary
26363 S. Tucker Road
Estacada, OR 97023
{503} 630-6759

Membership
Adult $8/year - $15/2 years
Junior (18 and under) $5/year - $9/two years
Each adult member receives a yearbook
All Color Standard (1989 edition) includes
targe Chickens, Bantams, Ducks, Geese and
4 Turkeys $37.00
Write for a fist of other publications.

WHY EXERCISE CARE IN HANDLING

Some people test their eggs, particularly white-
shelled ones, on the fourth day, though a much
better course is to test them on the seventh. or
eighth day. Perhaps a caution is needed against
testing eggs too frequentiy. It -is very hard for
a beginner to refrain from handling his eggs, l;ut
knowing the delicacy of the blood vessels, which
form a perfect maze of tracery over the yolks, and
knowing that these and a further set busy a:bsorb-
ing the yolk are very highly sensitive, he will per-
ceive that the less he interferes with the eggs the
less likely he is to damage this fragile and delicate
interior. )

“‘Another reason for not testing frequently is that
in so doing the eggs are held up to the light .in an
unnatural position and some of these organs ll‘ESlde
the egg are being twisted. Again, there is the light.
[Fo test eggs properly a very clear light is needed
to pass through the egg. Therefore eggs should
be tested only once, and that about the seventh‘ or

-eighth day. If very doubtful about them, perhaps

a second test might be given on the fourtanth day,

not later, because between the tenth and e.nghteenth

days is the most critical period in the life of the
mbryo.

‘ Inryselecting eggs for hatching use‘only those

that are of uniform size and color, with smooth,

strong shells. Abnormal,eggs are likely to pro-
duce weak or crippled chicks. The eggs should
be stored in a room where the temperature ranges
from 50 to 60 degrees. It has been a pre\railang
idea that eggs for hatching should be turn_ed.danly.‘

Several men of authority claim that this is not

necessary, but the case is not definitely proved.

Eggs kept for a week or more should be turned at

least twice a week. It can do mo harm and may,

prove beneficial. Never set dirty eggs; if they are
dirty, carefully wipe them with a damp cloth until
all spots are removed.
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© REFLECTTONS FROM THE BIG SKY COUNTRY -

. Hopefully this s the finst of six newslettens the AMERAUCANA BREEDERS CLUB will get out this
yean. 14 we continue to gel +he cooperation and contributions from the membens fon the

nest of the year tike we have fon This edition 1 hnow we wilt be successful. Thanks to all
who contributed. 11 is greatly appreciated.

1 wish the cover could have been neproduced in colorn. Black & white just does not do ik
justice. This is the cover of a comic hood by Dell Publishing. In fact #65, May, 1953.

1t was contnibuted by my youngest daughtexr, Cynthia. She wornks in a comie book Atone and it
atways on the Pookout fon items, books, etc. gon me.

Mike Gilbert has an anticke. wrnitten before his busy season. Mike has been veny supporntive
of any and alf involved with Ameraucanas. 1 am counting on mone anticles from him afler
his schedule sfows down some.

Susan Getyina sent me a cand and Leltex. She has a new addrness. 1 hope she doesn't mind
me using hen Letter in this newsletter. Susarr As hoping %o get to more poultry shows in
and about the Centnal and Southern pistricts. Waich for her.

A nice note and ad from John Blehm. Thanks fon the promo work in your aned, John., And 1
will be sending those names a copy o4 Lhis newsletten and the Last one.

14 you know of anyone who might Eike a copy of oun newsfetier pltease Let me know. 1 usually
have a few extras and can send them to prospective membens ox to you o hand ouwt. 1§ you
ane going to a show and would Like Two 0% three newslettens to hand out Let me know a couple
of weehs ahead 0f time so0 1 can send you Some.

Received a fetter and article from Mary Lou. From what 1 hear she has been getting the wintenr
we should have had...instead 0f our mild, dny, sunny winter. She has some chicks hatching -

competition fon the 1992 ABC National coming up AR Septemben. Hope you are getting ready.

Sunprise - @ potten and anticle from Ron [Bugner. A nice surprise. The hind 1 neally enjoy.
Thanks, Ron. Maybe next time I'm in Minol 1'28 get to see you thene. In the meantime
heep us in mind whenevenr you see gn,amticte that is useful to all.

Also a fetter grom Riff Schiess in'ldaho. Always a pleasure 10 hear 4rom Ameraucand people
and twice as nice when they throw in infonmation on fishing fon me. RiLE, T hope all your
binds ane doing well. (¥

Seomns 25 .%¢24r’3272nnia/'zZZztgyvﬁua a Ledler. ;dﬂL/dékfééféfl ,Z7ZV'¢££JZ#4/5257
m v‘* y | 4 .

Jeanne T 4sent me fevenal anticles Last Novemben 4or the newslettens, 1 will use them in
this and 5o££6wing nowslfettens, Thanks, Jeanne. 1 promise to gel a fetten off Lo you A0on.

Don't know' L§ in my ofden yeans 1'm becoming more efficient ot if my sysiem finally "hicked
in" but fthis year the closing out of 1991 was casien and smoother than previous years.

And the accountant was {inished with the tax wonk eanfier than usual. Hope that is a good
sign fon the rest o4 the yean.

Abmost every yearn my husband plans ourn vacation when wonk is the sfowest for him and this
yean it wilf be mid-Marnch. Since he has nevex been east on south we ane going to take
advantage o4 my 4on, Morgan, being stationed in Louldianda. We plan on doing as much §ishing
as we can and exploning areas away fnom the usual tountist areas.

In the meantime, hope you are hatching some champions fon the 1992 ABC National Show in
Nonth Towa 4in September. Any of you wishing to contribute an article {on the next edition
o4 the newsleften... 1 need Lt no fater than April 3.

1 hope all of you aré thinking aboul who you want Lo run your cfub in the next fwo years -
1993-4. We need nominations fon all ofgices. Flection is in early October.

ron the necond...l did noi gel any reponses fon ads in oithen the APA on ABA V
eant AL
Dogsthat mean none 0f Hou think advertising i4 wonth while? book

Until next Time.....

-
~ Jeannette Frank
i P. 0. Box 824

g .
P Great Falls, MT %9403.0824
=
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% | Birch Run Hatchery

+Ghn W. Blehm
4538 Longe, Birch Run, M 48415
Si7-777-96883

1982 Price List
Ameraucana Chicks

Chicks are sold Straight Run and may. be ordered in lots
of 25, at $50.00 per lot. An assortment of buff, black,
and/or blue chicks will be included, depending on my
hatches. Chicks are shipped, on Tuesdays and should arrive
within 48 hours. I will be hiatching chicks in April and
May. To order please send me the information requested
below, along with your payment for the Chicks. Pay the
shipping fee C.0.D. ’

NOTE: I have always shipped chicks "Priority Mail" and
insure them. The reason we ship on Tuesdays is to avoid
any weekend or, holiday slow ups in the mail.

Years of/seélective breeding are behind these chicks,
but unwanted’ characteristics may show up. No guarantees
will be made. A limited number of chicks will be available
so pleas® order early.

1 support the Ameraucana Breeders Club, the National
Poultry Improvement Plan, the Michigan Poultry Breeders
Association, the American Bantam Association, Poulty Press,
and Joho 3:18°

___—_—_-—__.,.——-._.......———_.___.__———.-_.--__-....——..._..-_———_———.-—-.——.——_—.....———.——..—————-——-—————--—-———

ORDER BLANK
Name:
Address:
Post Office: State:
Phone: - - Zip Code:
25 Ameraucana Chicks, Bantam.......... ... .o $50. 00

Ameraucana Breeders Club members check here( ) and daduct. . $5. 00

. A _ .
Preferred chipping: April’ ¥ May( . 1982

Tl

o
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